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NARRATOR: The OpenScience Laboratory contains a variety of practical science applications, investigations, inquiries, and other activities, that you can see here in our store catalogue. Each application has a distinctive label that summarises the key facts to help you find the ones you're interested in. Up here, we share the most popular applications. And when you come back in, on the left will be the one you last visited. 
We'll look at how to customise the catalogue in a moment, but first, let's see how to read one of these application labels. Every one features an image intended to be a familiar or memorable icon. The title of the application and a short description summarise what it's about. In this case, it's about a test technique that uses flames. 
Up here in the top left is a subject specification. This one is relevant both to chemistry and to physics. There's more information along the bar at the bottom. On the right is an availability flag. 
These show an 'O' for assets that are open to the public, an open padlock for items that are restricted, but to which you have access, and a closed padlock for items that are not currently available to you. On the left is an indication of how much time you should set aside for a full engagement with the application. If you then want to know more about any item in the OpenScience Laboratory catalogue, simply click on the image. Here, you will find details about what is involved. 
There's a fuller description, further guidance on your time commitment, and links that get you started, in this case, taking you to the lab bench, ready to turn on the gas. You should have your notebook available whenever you engage with an OpenScience Lab application. Instructions for your practical work may be given in separate documents, or they may be embedded within an application. 
You can control which applications are displayed by setting filters here. The numbers after each heading show how many are in that category. Some have more than one subject classification, though you may not be eligible to access them all. To display those that are related to Earth and environment and biology and health, you have to deselect the other subjects, and then click Update filter. 
You can restrict the set further by filtering on level. Deselecting undergraduate leaves on display only those tagged as pre-university when you update the filter again. A further classification category is the type of application. Activities are closely specified scientific inquiries and tasks that are readily extendable. They're open to all users. 
Investigations are activities that are embedded in Open University modules. Access is usually restricted to those studying or tutoring these modules. Remote control describes tasks that involve internet access to real apparatus in labs and observatories. 
Instruments are virtualizations of specific items of laboratory equipment that are embedded in wider investigations, often as part of Open University modules. Access is usually, therefore, restricted to registered users. Tools are designed to facilitate independent inquiries. 
The final classification tag is linked to the profile of the user. Visitors to the lab will be able to use only those assets that are tagged as being available to them. Registered users may be able to access more depending on their individual profile, including any pre-existing status within the Open University. So whether you're looking for a virtual field trip, identifying trees in your street, learning how to make a scientific inquiry, working in a laboratory, or training for time on a real telescope, browse the catalogue to see what we have in store. If you would like to discuss access to any of the items on display in the open science laboratory, please contact us via openscience@open.ac.uk. 
